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1* Various leading newspapers announced, during the latter part of June and the 
early part of Jul 56, that the appointment of three counsellors and 27 administrators 
to posts ir the Acl.rlnistratlvt Office of the National Defense Council bad been 
deferred indefinitely dne to friction over the selection' of key personnel. Th«9 
National Defense Council, which was scheduled to make itst initial appearance on 
2 Jul 56, wee forced to postpone its first meeting because of the unexpected 
opposition to the appointment of one of the couooellers . ibis sudden turn of e rente 

the Socialist FarJy> The. only appointment thus far confirmed by the Cabinet is that 
of HIROQKA Kenji ) tc the post of Director of the ldid.nl s trative Office* 

2. The central issue of the controwrry wis too appofhtwnt of former Arny 
Colonel EiTTOHI Tfekuahi?) (/JGL'fcf Af gf » \ in Ifco poet af special counsellor 
for defense plasaics of tho &ilohal Defense ^s:w:U. lV:MMk objected to HA ITOPI's 
appoiutrrent on the £r*rands that the selection of an ex-xrqr man to the post of 
special c ounce 11 or would, compromise the neutrality of the National Defense Council. 
HOSffiKA Zanshi :*o Pj 09 $P eta train of the De Cense Division of the 

Poll tied Sc rcarch Coratttae of ibo Liberal -De>socratic Party *nd f oi*mer- Rear Admiral 
in tb 2 Japanese Jfcvy, al*.; opposed the appoizitouit slating that the presence of an 
1T-Ar:ty nan in ttx /idiiiaie tiatlve Office would be a ready source of clashing views 
^ between the Self-defense Agency and the Adminis trative Office over the "determination 
of the six year defense plan, a eltu^tdbn which must be avoided at all costs. NS 
added that no former career naval officers will be admitted to the Adminie trative 
Office. Tha Socialist Party flatly called the appointaenlwf an influential ex-Amy 
of fleer to the Administrative Office a shrewd maneufbr on the part of pro-rearmament ~ 
elements to gain control of the National Defense Council's Administrative Office in. 
order* to plmoe the Self-defense Agency under their direct influence and vuidence. 

High ranking oivilians of the felf-defense Agency are absolutely opposed to arything 
which might endanger the principle of "civilian superiority, • but they 3 ubtly , 

objected to BATTCRI'e appointment on the ground that it would be an insult to 
HATTCRI tc appoint his: to the poeition of* counsellor for defense planning of the 
Administrative Office (a position comoarable to an American OS-12; ir* view of the 
fact that HATTCRI* e clas.eimte EIS-.C'.ZTO is* J-apectar General of the Northern Area 
Command . (a position comparable fo an American OS-15). 



*3* It in believed that Deputy Direcior-Oenyral MS TT HARA JCeifcichi (' ¥ ) 

of the Self-defense Agency, who if reported to have strongly backed HIROOKA's 
appointment to the post of Dlreclcr of the A&mijiistratxye Office of the National 
Defense Council end who previously wc.lced together with HIPOOKA In the Rome Ministry. 
j>r»sSed HIROOIA to oppose HATTODI. ’ ' • • ‘ 1 

ii. Deputy Direct or- Genera?.. KAOlfTTA !**A was to conduct an inspection tour 

of the United States and Nurope from 2< Aug to 22 Oct $6, but hie proposed trip was 
- -tentatively ^ db^ectl^M r 're^sed : ^ ; YOND- 

(:^f — Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, at the cabinet meting on 

20 Jul 5 6 . KONG daolared that he had ho objection tc M4SUHARA visiting the United 
States as the two countries are responsible for- tha devel opmen to f Japan's national 
defense, but that he felt it unnecessary for MAS'JIiARl to visit Europe *here Japan has 
no direct military intermit, particularly at tha time when the budget for the next 
fiscal year is to be formulated. Those interested in the build up of Japan's defense 
hoped that MASUHARA would at least visit the United States to make a detailed study of v 
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the management of Military affairs and t|m orgmaisetlbTial set-up of tha civilian 
component 00 that any wrong slant ijiat J|paa may have, had In bar conception of ^b* 
principle of civilian superiority djPGhe upper rank® of the Self-def ease agency might , 
be corrected* 

5. With regard to the selection of oareer specialists foy the National Defense 
Council's Administrative Office, HOSHINAL a former Major. General In the Japanese Amy, 
has privately stated to K1S1D1 Ttiken (/# \±) ^ jl; ), a member of the Defense 
Production Committee of the Federation of Economic Organic a ti one, that "in view sf 
the fact that opposition currently is so recant in the Self-defense Agency, It 

counsellor as it would only heighten the animosity between the two agencies** He 
added that it would be advisable to watt until the Constitution has been revised and 
then expand the staff of the Administrative Office, now about 30, to about two or 
three hundred members, and at that tlje bring in former officers from the a my and 
navy on a ' fair and l^artlal basis* 

^ 6* TJieri have been several reports that former Major Oeneral ?ak*o 

( .<& %L ), known to be anti-American and on friendly terns with Director- 

General FintADA Hake ( \1) ^ ) of the Self-defense Agenqy, assisted in tha 

movement to oppose former Colonel HATTDRI's appointment* 

OOitflailS OF PRgPARItO aFTlCKR 



7m 3he National Defense Council is comprised of the Prime Minister, thr Deputy 
Prime Minister, the Foreign Minister, the Finance Minister, the Director of the 
Economic Flaming Board and the Director-General of the Self-defense Agerny* their 
mission is to deliberate and determine all important policies directly corwemed with 
.national defense, such as the establishment of basic policy on national defense, - 
dispatching of military forces overseas, the establishment of long rang* de-Vist 
plans and the governing of defense industries* 
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